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A COUNTY ROAD PLAN.
The first issue of the Cimarron
News-Press contaimed so many good
things that it is hard to choose among
them, but the one about good roads
is particularly pertinent at this time
when the question of good roads and
how to get them is engaging the at-
temtion of some of the brightest
minds of the entire country,

The suggestion 1is the article in
question, to place cestions of our
roads in the hands of individuals
making them responsible for their
condition and maintenance 1s a step
-in the right direction, but 1 fear it
will not work out quite so well in
actual practice, or prove economical
The nearer we can come to placing
this responsibility on the pecople in
-cach district, and let them solve their
own problems themselves, the sooner
the question of good roads will be
scttled to the satisfaction of all con-
cerned. Few people now presume to
doubt the wisdom of cur present pub-
lic sehool system and it is handled al-
most entirely in each district, by three
directors, chosen by the peaple. These
men gladly  give their  time and
thought to the schools without com-
pensation. 1f we could adopt a sim-
ilar system for our roads, our diffi-
culties would be In a fair way of dis-
appearmg. Let the county be divided
into road districts corresponding with

lines in each road
road trustees to be
rein at the same time jus-
and constabls are

present
district,
elected the
tices of the peace
now elcted and i the same way, sad
road trustees to serve without pay, as
trustees. These
tees shauld have full authority over
the roads in their districts, with pow- |
er to levy a limited tax for the pur-
pose of creating a fund to be used n
that district binlding new roads |
and small bridges and calverts and re-
pairing old
district to

precinct
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WHO'LL TELL?

What has become of the old-fash-
ioned man who used to believe that
his employer's interest was his own,
and who was willing to work whether
the boss was looking or not? The
old-fashioned employe used to be
willing to work a little harder when
there was extra work to do, While
his wages were really an object to
him, and he took mighty good care
of his earnings, he was not averse to
coming down a few minutes early in
the morning to get work n order,
or to make up occasionally for his
¢rrors of momentary carelessness
which had cost his employer the price
of several hours labor the day be-
fore, The old-fashioned man was
not always as competent as his em-
player would desire, *or as he him-
self wished, He was always willing,
however, to better his condition and
imcrease his knowledge. He was will-
ing to study trade papers and im-
proved every opportunity to  make
himself more valvable to himsell, 10
the community and to his employers.
In the country town in which 1 was
riised, there were painters and print-
ers and carpenters, working by the
day or week, who were useiul mem-
of society, Some them
some of the clerks in the
were members of the city
council, and served on the school
board. They attended to their own
business and to the business of their
employers, Charley Morley
printer who worked on a weekly pa-
per of the town and earned an aver-
age of fifteen dollars a week. He
owned his own home and had a mice
family. He had worked in the
oftice for more than ten years.
was not o big office. Just a little
of type, a foot-power job press
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Financial Report

In another column we print the an-
nual financial report of the Clerk of
Colifax County, covering the year of
1906. This report should be a source
of gratification to the people of Col-
fax County.

A glance back at the: ‘f:narlr..ll his-
tory of the county ior a few years
will reveal many interesting facts.
When the Republican administration
took the reins of government in Col-
fux County, you could ride from Ra-
ton to Folsom without finding &
bridge. Roads were so bad over the
county that when a ranchman started
to town with a wagon, with his dog
following, the dog wusually turned
back home in disgust at the roads.
There was a county indebtedness of
more than twenty-seven thousand
dollars at a rate of seven per cent in-
terest, the credit of the county was
such that the Democratic boards of
commissioners thought they were
lucky to get the money at all. Now
these bonds have been refunded at
five per cent interest, and if the coun-
ty needed to borrow mony its credit
would be unassailable. In addition to
the showing made by the present
commisioners and county officials,
the report demonstrates the marvel-
ous growth and development of the
county and the flourishing condition
of the county’s finances, notwith-
standing the many unusual and heavy
drains upon it for court, road and
bridge and other purposes, . The
floods of 1004, which was very dis-
astrous to Colfax county bridges,
have been a constant source of ex-
pense tc the county ever since, and
many new bridges have been con-
structed, including the immense con-
crete bridge on the Taylor road. Ev-
ery bridge in the county and every
road in the county has had to have
excessive repiirs. The court fund
has had great drains because of the
doubling of the population of the
county, and the large floating popu-
lation following the building of new
coal camps and railroads, every-
where, These expenses have been
met with no adequate increase in the
taxes for the past year. Notwith-
standing all the difficulties the board
has had to solve the county treasury
shows a balance of $52,813.01 on hand
an Increase of more than eleven thou-
sand dollars over the previous year.

An prevails among a
large propartion of the people in this
and almost every other county, that
the Board of County Commissioners
handling of all, funds and
held responsible for same,
commissioners of Colfax

]I]]]Ir{:!\hlt'bll

have the
shoud be

law enacted limiting the present an-
thority and regulating the acts of the
justices of the peace and other minor
officers.

Under the present system the
board can never determine at the
beginning of any year, with any de-
gree of aceuracy, what the prdmhh
expenditures for the year will be for
the simple reason so nwny others
have authority to incur obligations
for which the county is liable under
the law, and which the board must
assume the responsibility of paying.

Ed. J. O'Brien, Elias Brewer, Andy
Callahan, P. 1. Ward and George
Fite, Santa Fe switchmen, have been
arrested at La Junta charged with
robbing freight cars. They are be-
ing held in jail to await the action of
the district court.

The Wells, Fargo Express com-
pany is about to erect a $12,000 three-
story office building in Las Vegas.

Bounty Warrants [J

A perusal of the list of bounties
paid for the killing of wild animals
in Colfax County will surprise yow
Thousands of dollars have been paid
out in the past few years for this
purpose, and the cattlernen of the
county are taxed from year to year
to make up the fund, which until re-
cently has shown a deficiency. The
principal amounts have been paid out
for wolves, although a large amount
has gone to extermination of coyotes,
The wild-cat list has been large, too.
Very few bears or mountsin  lions
have been found in the list in recent
years.

The amounts paid out for bounties
might, it iz possible, be due in a
measure to the fact that we are neai
the Colorado line, where no bounties
are paid; that Mora County i§ years
behind in the payment of her boun-
ties, and that Union County never
has paid out bounties, We do not be-
lieve for a moment, however, that
these facts have anything to do with
the amounts Colfax pays, because it is
necessary to file an affidayit with the
application for bounty, stating that
the animal was killed within the bor-
ders of Colfax County., The prox-
imity to Colorado and the New Mex-
ico counties is mentioned merely as
a coincidence,

Not long ago a couple of
captured two wolves
brought them alive to the
sioners for the bounty, They were
informed that it would be necessary
and bring m the

Mexi-
and
commis-
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~ST. LOUIS, ROCKY MOUNTAIN & PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY
Passenger Schedule

Daily Wells Fargo Express
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Wholesale Hardw’re

Builders supplies, Tin Roof-
ing, Galvanized Structural
Iron Work, Nails, Bar Iron
and Steel, Paints and Oils,

Cook Stoves and R.anges,
Horse Shoes, Corrugated
Roofing and Complete Line
of Tin and Granite Ware

SPORTING GOODS

Hobbs Hardw’re Co.

Raton, New Mexico

THE BIG STORE

Always the Leaders in
GOOD GOODS and
LOW PRICES
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Pre-Inventory Reduc-
tion Sale Now On
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...Cohn Brothers...

MERCANTILE COMPANY
Woooooﬂmo LA At o o s o s ot o & o

Raton, New Mexico
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Capital Paid Up £100.000
Surplos aod Profits (Esrned) $60.000
Deposits. . ER00.000

Olcdest and Largest Bapk in Northern New Mexice,
Salety Dhposia Boxas in Connection.
Depositary for the A, T. & 8. F. Ry, St, Louis, Rocky
Mountuin & Pacifie Ry., and Coal Companies, Territory

of New Mexico, and County of Colfax,

Accounts from Merchauts, Corperations, Individunls, and
Ranchmen received on  favorable terms. Interest paid
on time peposite. 1f any .change is contemplated in
present banking arrangements plesse correspond with us.

C. N. BLACKWELL, Cashier
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